
Sunday, 30 August 2015

Our vertical expression must have horizontal effect. 
Jesus & Paul the ultimate social workers, how did they 
do it? And How can we imitate them?

Faith is active 
Inactivity is the enemy of faith as ‘faith is proven by its works’(James 

2). And without faith it is impossible to please God (Heb 11:6). So acting 
in your life is pleasing God. Your faith without action is weak, pray 
for strength and a clear, single-mindedness to act, within God’s 
parameters for your life. 

- What’s going on in Quilmes? 

Evangelism on the streets +Vida , Evangelism - New people on 
Sunday nights. Campaigns. 

When John asked Jesus to prove himself Jesus said “the blind see, 
the lame walk…” Matt 11:5. This is the sign that Jesus is who he says 
He is. 

‘Jesus was a social worker who went to church.’.  
At the time of Jesus the Jews only held service on one day a week, 
on Saturday. The rest of Jesus ‘meetings’ were meeting people: on 
the streets, in their homes (Luke 19:1-10), at social events (John 2).  

Paul said “imitate me as I imitate Christ”. (1 Chorinthians 11:1) 

“While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, …He went to the 
synagogue to reason with the Jews and the God-fearing Gentiles, 
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and he spoke daily in the public square to all who happened to be 
there.” - Acts 17:16-17 

Jesus taught in any town, any public space and we see Paul doing 
the same. Paul was where the people were, he ministered in 
mediterranean places. Hence lots of squares and open air 
preaching in the Bible. In Spain people meet outside in the plazas 
too. But in our culture people don’t go outside because it’s cold 
and rainy, so we meet them where they are. Indoors.  

The difference between an evangelisation ministry 
and a lifestyle of worship 

Jesus worked as a carpenter to support himself up until the age of 
30 then went full time in the ministry. Paul was self employed. 
How can you serve God with a full-time job? 

Dougie, Jesus and Paul all had something in common. All three of 
these are single. Singleness helps (1 Chor 7). Andrew Myatt from 
Vineyard is a full time minister, and gives part of his Saturday’s to 
spend on the streets. Although he is married.  

There is a noticeable difference in the schedule of the full time 
minister. Jesus didn’t do a 9-5 job, his salary was to serve the 
church. So in the case of Jesus, he had time to be on the street 
every day. When you compare your life with Jesus it may be a sad 
comparison on a day-to-day basis. And I think this is an area of 
great tension from the word we read to the life we lead. Of course 
his life fruits would be much bigger! He was working as a God-
powered, on the street, in the squares, church worker. If you like. 
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Paul was flexible with his hours, as his own boss. What shouldn’t 
change is our passion, our free time and the time we make free to 
prioritise the church. I imagine Paul’s day looked something like: 

What does God want me to do?  
When someone in need crosses your path, on your path, they 
become your priority. God may have given you a family, and God 
willing, a full time job to sustain that family. That’s part of your 
ministry. Paul made tents to sustain his ministry. However, he was 
self-employed. He worked flexible hours and could take time off 
for ministry trips. He was establishing the very first church. As the 
church grows, we see the start of ROLES. Roles are the division of 
tasks. After pentecost the disciples decided their role was teaching. 
As the church grows or God puts the desire in your heart for a 
ministry, a ministry will start with 1-2 for evangelising and social 
justice, give it room! 

Although there are ordained ministries, in your life, God is 
interested in your willingness to prioritise people, like the Good 

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

09:00 
- 11:00

Finish tent Tent project 2 Evangelisatio
n at the 
market

But tent parts Evangelisatio
n at the 
market

Teaching

12:00 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch

13:30 - 
17:00

Finish 
marquee

Finish tent 
marquee

Meet tent 
client 3 

Personal 
admin/clothe 
washing

Preaching at 
the square

17:00 - 
19:00

Evangelisatio
n at the town 
square

Evangelisatio
n at the town 
square

Prepare 
thoughts for 
study

Evangelisatio
n at the town 
square

Prep thoughts 
for HG 2

Teaching

19:00 - 
21:30 

Prepare 
sermons/
prayer 

Bible study  
group

House group 
2 

Eating with 
brothers 
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Samaritan. He’s more interested in those signs of your love for 
him, than your religious worship (Isaiah 11:13-14).  

No one can say they love God if they don’t love their brother…God 
decided to be loved in the other person - Beto Sanchez 

Ministry is outside the church 
Christians and non-believers bought people to Jesus, Paul and 
others in public. They won’t often bring people to church, you have 
to meet people where they want to meet you. God is faithful to 
look after you when you are. You won’t shine in the temple, you’ll 
shine on the hill. You won’t shine under the bed or behind the 
walls, you’ll shine on a lamp-stand. Zacharias became a Christian 
when the perfect God decided him worthy of visiting for dinner. 

Jesus was the ultimate social worker. Not only could he find 
housing for people, or give them free food. He could immediately 
by-pass the NHS through healing, avoid psychiatry sessions 
through liberation and restore outcasts to society. God is looking 
for us to relate to people outside. Some of us as a full time or part-
time ministry. The rest as daily living. 

One of the lead worship leaders for Hillsong says: 

Our vertical expression must have a horizontal effect. So, we'll 
continue to worship, praise and honour God with heart, soul, mind 
and strength the best we know how, but the fruit of that must be a 

generation who are totally committed to reaching the lost and 
helping those who need help, locally and globally. - Joel Houston
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